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France prevail? Should England prevail? With the
growth of their colonies, both the English and the
French felt their rivalry sharpened. Although dis-
tances often very broad kept them apart in space,
yet both nations were ready to prove the terrible
truth that when two men, or two tribes, wish to
fight each other, they will find out a way. The
French, at New Orleans, might be far away from the
English at Boston; and the English, in New York,
or in Philadelphia, might be removed from the
French in Quebec; but in their hatreds they were
near neighbors. The French pushed westward along
the St. Lawrence to the Great Lakes, and from
Lake Erie, they pushed southward, across the rich
plains of Ohio, to the Ohio River. Their trails spread
still farther into the Western wilderness. They set
up trading-posts in the very region which the Eng-
lish settlers expected to occupy in the due process of
their advance. At the junction of the Monongahela
and Ohio Rivers, they planted Fort Duquesne,
which not only commanded the approach to the ter-
ritory through which the Ohio flowed westward,
but served notice on the English that the French
regarded themselves as the rightful claimants of
that territory.

In 1753 Governor Dinwiddie, of Virginia, had sent
a commissioner to warn the French to cease from en- Shouldharacter of to hounds in the approved apparel of a fox-
